Cytology of pseudomyxoma peritonei: report of two cases arising from appendiceal cystadenomas.
Pseudomyxoma peritonei is the clinical term for the diffuse deposition of mucus within the peritoneal cavity secondary to a mucinous tumor of the ovary or appendix. This gelatinous ascites, or "jelly-belly," may result in death from loss of intestinal function and intestinal obstruction caused by peritoneal implants rather than visceral invasion. Microscopic evaluation of peritoneal fluid is frequently an initial diagnostic test; however, in a search of the recent literature we were surprised to find only one case report of the cytologic features. This prompted us to report the cytologic findings in the peritoneal fluid of two cases of pseudomyxoma peritonei arising from appendiceal mucinous cystadenomas.